INTRODUCTION

velopments of modern literature. Possibly such book
reviewing merits the attention of the expert on public
opinion, the sociologist, or even the economist, rather
than that of the literary critic. Certainly our lecturers
agree to ignore it, with the exception of Mr. Auden,
who treats journalistic criticism as a sociologist. He is
alive to the power of such popular criticism in shaping
the taste and the reading habits of great masses of
citizens; and, aware of the power of the journalists, he
is likewise aware of their responsibilities, and expresses
some serious thoughts on this relatively neglected
theme.

On the whole, these essays are not astonishingly topi-
cal. There is not as much evidence as one might expect,
for instance, that they were written during a time of
crisis and world conflict. Of the two historical critics,
Mr. Wilson has almost completely excluded reference
to immediate and quotidian topics; Mr. Auden has
developed a comprehensive view of the relation be-
tween society and the critic, and in the application of
his principles to literary criticism today in America, has
written an eloquent manifesto supporting the demo-
cratic and Christian as against the totalitarian way of
life. Mr. Foerster is also aware of the close connection
between current beliefs and a vital criticism, and his
paper comes to its climax and conclusion in considering
the significance today of such traditional phrases as
freedom of the spirit and the dignity of man. Mr. Ran-